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with a light rainfall and moderate mean temperature.
The College of Agriculture has recently been transferred
there from Madras, and a Forest School has been opened,
CONJEEVERAM (46,164), iii the Chingleput district. The
name is a corruption of Kanchipuram, meaning the shining
or golden city. It is the most sacred town in South India,
and, according to popular tradition, contains ten thousand
lingams and a thousand temples. The great temple, at
which the lingam is worshipped, is dedicated to Siva under
the name of Yekambara Nadar, or lord of the one ether.
The temple next in importance is dedicated to Vishnu
under the name of Varatarajaswami. Yet another temple
is dedicated to Kamakshi, the wife of Siva. There are, in
the town, many sacred tanks (ponds), by bathing in seven of
which, corresponding to the days of the week, any human
desire may be gratified and sins washed away. In the
suburb of Tirupattikundram is a beautiful little Jain temple,
with a cloistered court. It is a matter of history that
Sir Hector Munro, who had retreated to Chingleput on
hearing of Colonel Baillie's defeat a few miles off, threw
his heavy guns and baggage into the tank of the Siva
temple.
COONOOR (8,525), a favourite hot-weather resort on the
Nilgiri hills, 6000 feet above the sea, with a more temperate
climate than Ootacamund. The climate is well adapted
for fuchsias, roses, heliotrope, and tree-ferns, which grow
luxuriantly. The place was visited by the Countess Canning,
wife of the Viceroy, in 1858, and Lady Canning's Seat is
named after her. The well laid-out public garden, known
as Sim's Park, is named after Mr J. D. Sim, a former
member of the Governor's Council, who initiated it in 1874.
From Tiger's Hill, a magnificent view over the plains, ex-
tending as far as the Anaimalai hills, is obtained. In the
cemetery of All Saints Church, Bishop Gell, who was
Bishop of Madras from 1861 to 1898, lies buried. A